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ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA

The reproduction above is taken from the picture painted by Sir Laurence Alma-Tadema, the
Anglo-Dutch paiater, who was particularly well-known for his renderings of historical subjects.
Mark Antony was a Roman statesman, who commanded a portion of the army of Julius Caesar.
When Caesar was murdered, Mark Antony set out for Egypt, where he came under the spell of
Cleopatra's charms. The Romans afterwards declared war on Antony and Cleopatra.

on for ever, and when Antony flatly
refused to return to Rome or attend to
the business of the Empire, the Senate
declared war on him and Cleopatra.
The rival fleets, those of the Senate and
of Antony, met at Actium, but Cleo-
patra's Egyptians soon had enough of
it and began to make their escape.
Then Antony himself lost heart and
slunk away. He and Cleopatra reached
Alexandria together and went back to
their foolish feasting, while vengeance
in the shape of Octavian and his
legions followed them.

Their Traitor Generals.

Antony was prepared to fight, but
his generals were traitors and went over
to the young Roman leader, and Antony
fled away to the great mausoleum or
tomb temple which Cleopatra had
prepared and filled with all her mar-

vellous treasures. There he stabbed
himself and, half dead, was dragged up
through a window by cords, to die at
the feet of the woman who had ruined
him.
For a third time Cleopatra made
a brave effort to conquer by her
fascinations the new ruler of the
Roman Empire, but Octavian was
of sterner stuff, or perhaps years had
begun to rob the queen of her charms.
At any rate, she failed, and
having failed, decided to die rather
than figure in the triumph of her
conqueror-
Shakespeare has described her end
in language which-no writer will ever
surpass; how she passed out of life by
the bite of an asp, the deadly viper of
the Egyptian sands. Her lovely slaves,
Iras and Charmian, died with her by the
same terrible means.